MINORITY ADMINISTRATION

"Any resenting by the Princes or the Paramount Power of
guidance of the people by the Congress must result in an
inevitable, but wholly unnecessary, clash. How can people,
who are one in blood and bound together by the closest
social and economic ties, be artificially kept apart for any
length of time ?"

The Chief of Chamba is a minor. The State is, there-
fore, under direct British sdmimstratioG. And the ad-
ministrator acts virtually as the Chief, and exercises all his
powers. A correspondent from Ch-amba writes:

"Ours is a minority administered State, being directly under the
control of the Paramount Power. We have been pressing for the
repeal of the liberty-penalizing laws which have been enforced
during the minority administration, and we do wish that popular
element be introduced in the temporary administrative council,
at least during the minority of the Raja......In a case like ours, the

Paramount Power cannot say that it ean't intervene. If it has to
safeguard the rights of the Ruler, has it not any liability towards
the people ?...... Will you throw some light on the question?"

The question is pertinent. There is no reason whatso-
ever why the people of administered States should not en-
joy all the liberty that those in British India enjoy. Indeed,
a -wise and liberal-minded administrator of a State has within
his jurisdiction greater opportunity for doing good than
one in British India proper. A State administrator has
much greater latitude than an official working under the
routine of a Province. The latter is subject to a series of
superiors and has only limited powers. An administrator
of a State is much. more than a Governor in his own little
State. He is subject only to general supervision of the
Resident of the Agency to which his State belongs. There-
fore, there is no excuse "whatsoever for any misrule or failure
of justice in administered States, if the Paramount Powers
policy is declared in unambiguous terms and followed in